FAIRFIELD AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

MEETING March 10, 2014
A G E N D A

I.
Call to Order 
II.
Pledge of Allegiance

III.
Roll Call

IV.
Minutes

A.
Move to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2014 Board meeting.

V.
Presentations/Reports



(For information only --- No action to be taken)


A.
FASD Downtown Robotics Team and their first ever Vex Robotics Competition on March 1, 2014 –



Mrs. Catherine Mentzer, Science Club Advisor


VI.
Student Representative Reports 
VII.
Public Comment  (3 min. each / 30 min. max)

VIII.
Consent Agenda:

Background:  The following routine operational matters are presented for action by the Board of School Directors.  Items that require special attention may be removed from the consent agenda upon request of a Board member.

Administrative

   Actions
A.
Move to approve a request from the 6th grade teacher team to participate in the Annual 6th Grade Camp Outdoor Education Program May 21-23, 2014 at Camp Eder in Fairfield, PA.
Personnel
B.
Move to accept the resignation for retirement of Mrs. Pamela Nelson, Part-time HS French Teacher, effective August 15, 2014. Mrs. Nelson has served the District for 7 years.

C.
Move to grant permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire a part-time high school French teacher for the 2014-2015 school year.


D.
Move to approve a request from Ms. Tawny Gallagher, HS/MS Math Teacher, to extend her medical sabbatical leave through the first day of the 2014-2015 school year.

E.
Move to accept the resignation of Ms. Donna Shoemaker, head cashier, effective March 18, 2014.


F.
Move to approve supplemental contracts for the following individuals as coaches / advisors with salary per the Collective Bargaining Agreement for the 2013-2014 school year.


Ms. Marcie Kozack



Elementary Drama Director


$1,903



Ms. Colleen Glenn



Elementary Ass’t Drama Director


$1,427 


G.
Move to grant permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire a temporary (one year) HS Assistant Track Coach for the 2013-2014 season.


Background:  The Athletic Director has informed the Superintendent of the number of students on the track team have increased to justify additional supervision and coaching. Funding for this position would come from the budgeted, but not used, high school assistant girls’ basketball coach position.

H.
Move to ratify the Superintendent’s acceptance of the following resignations from Mr. Joshua Dortenzo and grant permission to advertise and recommend for hire the following advisor positions for the remainder of the 2013-2014 school year.


HS Student Council Advisor


HS Senior Project Advisor


HS Newspaper Advisor

I.
Move to approve the addition of Mrs. Mary Reecher to the Support Staff Substitute List for the 2013-2014 school year.


J.
Move to approve Ms. Shannon Congeleton as an Extended Term Substitute high school English teacher March 17, 2014 through the last day of the 2013-2014 school year.  


Background:  An extended term substitute teacher receives $127.50 per diem with no extension of benefits except retirement.

IX.
Other Action Items:

A.
Request for Proposal –School District Auditor


Motion:  Move to grant the Administration approval to solicit a Request for Proposal for a School District Auditor.  The RFP will request service for two school years, 2013-2014 and 2014-2015.  

 




Background: The administration will seek a qualified, cost effective, audit firm with experience in Pennsylvania School Districts.  Our contract with Rager, Lehman, and Houck (present auditor), has ended as of the 2012-13 school year. 

B.
District Calendar 2014-2015
Motion:  Move to approve the 2014-2015 District Calendar.

Background:  

· The latest draft now includes the teacher in-service trade-in-day on Friday, August 29th.  Friday the 29th remains a day off for students and teachers who have fulfilled the in-service requirement over the summer. 

· Monday, Dec. 1 remains as a day off for Students and Teachers as it has been in our past. 
C.
District Calendar Revision 2013-2014 - #1

Motion:  Move to grant permission for the Administration to revise  the 2013-14 school calendar by making Thursday, May 15, a regular school day and moving the Act 80 day activities (planned for Thursday) to Friday, May 16.  The new May 16, Act 80 day, will then include graduation projects in the morning and transition activities in the afternoon.  This revision will result in one snow day being made up inside the calendar, instead of making the day up at the end of the year.  

X.
Other Discussion Items:


(No action to be taken)



A.
Ballots distributed for the election of directors to the LIU Board.
XI.
Adjournment


Informational items:
A.
Next Board Meeting dates: 


The Board will meet in regular session on Monday, March 24, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the District Board Room. 

B.
The Board Committees will meet on the following dates:  Property Committee, 3/10/14 and 8/11/14; Finance Committee, 3/10/14, 4/7/14 and 5/5/14; Education Committee, 3/10/14, 5/5/14 and 8/18/14. 

C.
The District received a donation of $36.90 from Ms. Laura Culley through the Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign. 

D.
The District received a matching donation of $36.90 from the Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign. (Ms. Laura Culley)  

Background:  All donations given to the District and accepted by the Superintendent will receive thank you letters.
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The Fairfield Area School Board met on Monday evening, February 24, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the District board room with these members in attendance: Mr. Mark Greathouse, presiding; Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, and Mrs. Marcy Van Metre.  Mr. Lonny Whitcomb, Jr. was absent.  Also present were Mr. William Chain, Superintendent; Ms. Barbara Richwine, ES Principal; Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager and Board Recording Secretary; Ms. Brooke Say, Solicitor; Ms. Bronte Fennimore and Mr. Austin Ford, Student Representatives.  

Minutes Approved

The Board unanimously approved the minutes of the February 10, 2014 meeting on a motion made by Mr. Barlow and seconded by Mr. Lefeber. 

Presentations

Ms. Sharon Hogan, HS Business Teacher introduced two students, Ms. Madison Provost, Senior and Ms. Taylor Cannon, Junior, who participated in the Stock Market Project and proved to have an outstanding knowledge of the market and how to analyze their results.  Each student presented her stock choices and discussed what they learned about their chosen companies and how the stocks performed.  

Student Representative Reports:

Ms. Bronte Fennimore and Mr. Austin discussed the events held during FFA Spirit Week, the AG Olympics, and the dance being held on Friday. 
Consent Agenda:

  At the request of Mr. Hatter, Items E and G were removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  On a motion by Mrs. Marcy Van Metre and seconded by Mr. Bruce Lefeber the remaining items on the Consent Agenda were approved.  A roll call vote was taken and Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, and Mrs. Marcy Van Metre all cast assenting votes.  The items approved with this action are as follows:
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Budget

A.
Approved the general fund bill list in the amount of $342,575.30.



B.
Approved the food service fund bill list in the amount of $3,852.20.



C.
Approved the journal entries and budget adjustments as presented.

Personnel

D.
Accepted the resignation for retirement of Mr. Robert Luty, middle school special education teacher, effective August 15, 2014. Mr. Luty has served the District for 25 years.


F.
Accepted the resignation of Mr. Joshua Dortenzo, HS English Teacher, effective March 14, 2014.



H.
Approved the addition of Ms. Alison Hess, Elementary, and Ms. Holly Kern, Elementary, to the Professional Substitute List K-12 for the 2013-2014 school year.



I.
Approved the addition of Ms. Charlene Keiholtz to the Substitute Support Staff List for the 2013-2014 school year. 

Policies

J.
Approved the revisions to Policy 1520, Duties of Education Committee, on a second reading.
Mr. Hatter moved that item E be tabled with Mr. Lefeber providing a second to the motion.   A roll call vote was taken and Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, and Mrs. Marcy Van Metre all cast assenting votes.  Ms. Pam Mikesell cast a dissenting vote.  Mr. Hatter and Mr. Lefeber then moved and seconded, respectively to move Item E to the Finance Committee.  A roll call vote was taken and Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, and Mr. Chuck Hatter cast assenting votes.  Mr. Mark Greathouse cast a dissenting vote and Ms. Pam Mikesell and Ms. Marcy Van Metre abstained. 
E.
Did not grant permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire a middle school special education teacher for the 2014-2015 school year but instead moved this to the Finance Committee for further discussion

.
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Mr. Chain explained the substitute categories and the respective pay rates and applicable benefits as they relate to Item G.  Mr. Barlow questioned if we would then hire the substitute at the end of the term and Mr. Chain further explained the district hiring practices.  Mr. Hatter moved to approve Item G and Mr. Lefeber seconded.  A roll call vote was taken with Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, and Mrs. Marcy Van Metre all casting assenting votes. 
G.
Granted permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire an extended term substitute high school English teacher for the remainder of the 2013-2014 school year.

Other Action Items:

There was discussion by Mr. Barlow and Mr. Rigler emphasizing the need for the public to view our meetings to eliminate misunderstandings and provide accessibility for all community members.  Mr. Hatter questioned if our current bandwidth could support this on our website.  Mr. Barlow moved that this be placed on the Finance Committee’s agenda and Mr. Rigler provided the second.  A roll call vote was taken with Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mrs. Agatha Foscato, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Brad Rigler, Mr. Mickey Barlow, Mr. Chuck Hatter, and Mrs. Marcy Van Metre all casting assenting votes. 


A.  
Move to approve “meeting media options” be placed on the 




Finance Committee’s agenda.  

Other Discussion Items:


A.
Student Enrollment – October 2013



 Grade
         Total   




 K

65




1st

72




2nd 

66




3rd

70





4th

84

February 24, 2014 

Page 3962




5th

78




6th

84




7th
         103




8th

94




9th

87




10th

98




11th

99





12th
         113   




Historical Student Enrollment (October K-12)





Year                   Total





2008

1262





2009

1220





2010

1204





2011

1164





2012

1124





2013

1113

B.
Academic Reports -     


Mr. Greathouse thanked Mrs. Weber, MS Principal, for her academic report.  He stressed a desire to see more detail of what is happening academically in our district. 

C.
Committee Meeting Dates - 


Mrs. Mikesell requested that Committee meeting dates be placed at the bottom of our agenda in addition to the regular board meeting dates.   


D.
Safety Grants -

Mr. Barlow told the board there is $2.6 million available in school safety grants. The district was not awarded any money for security cameras.  

E.
All Call System -


Mrs. Van Metre requested, after receiving a call from a frustrated parent, that the district send out text blasts or some equal form of communication to alert and remind parents of upcoming teacher conferences.  



On a motion made by Mr. Hatter, seconded by Mr. Barlow, and unanimously approved by the Board, the meeting adjourned at 7:49 pm.  

Respectfully Submitted:


Mr. Mark Greathouse


   Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager

Board President



   Board Recording Secretary
